2019 IRFA Biofuels: Science and Sustainability Tour Recap

Tour participants represented the offices of Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15), Rep. Tom Emmer (MN-06), Rep. Steve King (IA-04), Rep.
Ron Estes (KS-04), Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (HI-02), Rep. Steve Watkins (KS-02), Rep. Dave Loebsack (IA-02), Rep. Rodney Davis (IL-13),
Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer (MO-03), Rep. Jimmy Gomez (CA-34), Rep. Matt Cartwright (PA-08), Rep. Gwen Moore (WI-04), Rep.
Abby Finkenauer (IA-01), Rep. Susan Wild (PA-07), Rep. Marc Veasey (TX-33), Sen. Pat Roberts (KS), Sen. Chuck Grassley (IA),
Sen. Deb Fischer (NE), Sen. Tom Cotton (AR), House Committee on Agriculture, House Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, Senate Agriculture Committee, Senate Finance Committee, Argonne National Laboratory, U.S. International Trade
Commission, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Environmental Protection Agency, National Renewable Energy Laboratory,
and U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The Iowa Renewable Fuels Association (IRFA) recently hosted the 11th Annual Biofuels: Science and
Sustainability Tour, which brings Washington, D.C. decision makers to Iowa for an up-close, hands-on
experience with today’s renewable fuels industry. This year’s tour took 40 participants on an engaging
biofuels journey, visiting an ethanol plant, biodiesel plant, family farm, multiple fuel blending facilities,
an Iowa fuel retailer, and so much more!
In recent years, debate over the role and future of the federal Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) has
captured national attention, including the attention of Congress and the White House. Considering Iowa
leads the nation in biofuels production, the tour provided policy makers the opportunity to see how
their actions in D.C. impact producers, farmers, and consumers around the country and to discuss
important issues facing the renewable fuels industry.

Day One
Iowa State Fair
Tour participants visited the Iowa State Fair and
heard from Iowa Lt. Governor Adam Gregg,
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig, and
several FFA students on the importance of
renewable fuels and agriculture to the state of
Iowa. Tour attendees also had the opportunity
to visit many Iowa State Fair attractions,
including the Animal Learning Center, prizewinning Iowa livestock animals, cutting-edge
farming technology, and more!

Day Two

Iowa Lt. Governor Adam Gregg addresses the tour at the Iowa
State Fair.

Iowa State University
On the first full day of the tour, attendees visited the Iowa State
University Sorenson Research Farm and BioCentury Research
Farm. At the Sorenson Farm participants learned about giant
miscanthus and biochar, and potential for future use of these
sustainable commodities in the agriculture and biofuels
industries.

Tour attendees learn from Dr. Emily Heaton
about giant miscanthus and the role it could
play in the biofuels and agriculture sectors.

At the BioCentury Research Farm attendees learned about the
latest pre-commercial research on enzymatic and thermochemical biofuels production as well as pre-treatment of various
feedstocks.

ISU Professors Robert Brown and Gabe Lade and Assistant
Scientist Santanu Bakshi gave presentations on the need for carbon removal, the benefits of biochar,
and the economics behind the Renewable Fuel Standard.
Couser Cattle Company
At the Couser family farm, tour attendees had lunch with local
farmers and heard from Bill and Tim Couser about the history
of their family farm, modern farming practices and
conservation efforts, as well as how biofuels impact their
business. Participants toured the Cousers’ feedlot and learned
about cattle production in addition to corn and soybean
production.
At Couser’s family farm, tour participants learn
about soil health and how farmers work to
improve soil quality.

Magellan Midstream Partners
At the Magellan terminal in Waterloo, Iowa, tour attendees learned about the logistics of fuel storage,
distribution, and the process of blending various fuel options such as E15 and B20. Attendees were able
to see first hand how fuel gets from one side of the country to another and goes out to local fuel
stations.

Day Three
John Deere Waterloo Engine Works
Day three of the tour kicked off with a “ride and learn” tour of the John Deere Engine Works plant in
Waterloo. Attendees road on trollies as a tour guide took them through the mile-long factory discussing
how John Deere engines are made. Attendees were able to see the scope and sophistication of modern
farm equipment as well as how many jobs are supported by such a factory.

Kwik Trip Blending Facility
At the Kwik Trip Blending Facility in
Waterloo, tour participants heard from
Joe Zietlow of Kwik Trip. Zietlow
discussed why his company invested in a
terminal specifically designed to blend
biofuels and how low RIN prices
negatively impact their ability to sell
higher blends. Attendees also saw a
demonstration of a truck being loaded
with a biofuel blend.

Kwik Trip performs a biofuel blending demonstration to show tour
attendees how biofuels are blended and loaded onto trucks.

Kwik Star Convenience Store
At the Kwik Star store, Zietlow discussed how since adding new ethanol and biodiesel blends to their
stations, not only has the company received no complaints, but customers have actually responded
positively to the new fuel options.

Big River United Energy
Attendees toured Big River United Energy, a 129
million-gallon/year ethanol plant near Dyersville,
Iowa. They learned how ethanol is made, what coproducts come out of the production process –
including DDGs and corn oil – and received an
ethanol policy update from Renewable Fuels
Association’s VP of Regulatory Affairs Kelly Davis.

Day Four

Participants tour Big River United Energy and learn first-hand
about ethanol production.

Western Dubuque Biodiesel
At Western Dubuque Biodiesel,
a 30 million-gallon/year
biodiesel plant near Farley,
Iowa, tour attendees received a
biodiesel policy update from
National Biodiesel Board’s
Director of Public Affairs and
Federal Communications Paul
Winters. They also toured the
plant and learned how
biodiesel is made along with
uses for the glycerin coproduct.
DuPont Nutrition &
Biosciences
The tour wrapped up in Cedar Tour participants outside Western Dubuque Biodiesel.
Rapids with a tour of DuPont
Nutrition & Biosciences. This facility provides enzymes for ethanol production as well as several other
products. Tour attendees learned how biofuels support businesses and jobs in many other industries
and how policies that weaken the RFS have a trickle-down effect, even to companies like DuPont.

Thank You Tour Sponsors!
The Biofuels: Science and Sustainability Tour would not be possible without our sponsors.

