2021 IRFA Biofuels: Science and Sustainability Tour Recap

Tour participants represented the offices of the Congressional Western Caucus, Rep. A. Donald McEachin (VA-04), Rep. Ashley
Hinson (IA-01), Rep. Cindy Axne (IA-03), Rep. David Schweikert (AZ-06), Rep. Don Young (AK-01), Rep. Donald Payne, Jr. (NJ-10),
the House Committee on Agriculture, Rep. James Comer (KY-01), Rep. John Curtis (UT-03), Rep. Kaiali'i Kahele (HI-02), Rep.
Lauren Underwood (IL-14), Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar (FL-27), Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (IA-02), Rep. Mike Kelly (PA-16),
Rep. Randy Feenstra (IA-04), Rep. Ron Estes (KS-04), Rep. Salud Carbajal (CA-24), Rep. Terri Sewell (AL-07), Sen. Bill Cassidy (LA),
Sen. Chuck Grassley (IA), Sen. Deb Fischer (NE), John Thune (SD), Joni Ernst (IA), and Sen. Roger Marshall (KS).

The lowa Renewable Fuels Association (IRFA) recently hosted the 12" Annual Biofuels: Science and
Sustainability Tour, which brings Washington, D.C. staffers to lowa for an up-close, hands-on look at
biofuels and modern agriculture. This year’s tour took nearly 30 participants on an engaging biofuels
journey, visiting an ethanol plant, biodiesel plant, family farm, an lowa fuel retailer, and so much more!

As debate continues on a national level about the future of American transportation, the tour provided
staffers the opportunity to see how their actions in D.C.
impact producers, farmers, and consumers.

Day One
lowa State Fair

Tour participants visited the lowa State Fair and heard from
lowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig and several FFA

students on the importance of renewable fuels and
agriculture to the state of lowa. Tour attendees also had the
opportunity to visit many lowa State Fair educational
displays, including the Animal Learning Center, prize-winning
lowa livestock animals, cutting-edge farming technology, and
more!

lowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig
addresses the tour at the lowa State Fair.



Day Two
Renewable Energy Group — Newton

On the first full day of the tour, attendees visited
Renewable Energy Group’s (REG) biodiesel plant
in Newton. They toured the plant and learned
about the biodiesel production process. They also
heard an overview presentation from REG about
the company, learned about Optimus technology
that allows vehicles to run on 100% biodiesel all &5 o) i el

. . . Tour attendees hear about how REG has adopted Optimus
year long, and received a biodiesel policy update

technology to use 100% biodiesel all year on their fuel delivery
from the National Biodiesel Board. trucks.

Lincolnway Energy

Following their tour of REG, attendees headed to Lincolnway Energy in Nevada. Attendees heard from
plant employees and received an ethanol policy update from the Renewable Fuels Association.

Tour attendees learned about the ethanol production process as well as important coproducts that
come out of the plant, such as dried distillers grains (DDGs) and corn oil.

Tour attendees in the DDG area of Lincolnway Energy. Renewable Fuels Association’s Robert White provide tour
attendees with an ethanol policy update.

Verbio North America

Tour attendees hopped back
on the bus to take a driving
tour of Verbio North
America’s Nevada renewable
natural gas (RNG) plant right
next door to Linconlway
Energy. They learned about
the unique process Verbio is el :
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developing to turn corn Tour Attendees in front of Verbio’s Nevada RNG plant.
stover into RNG for the transportation market.




Couser Cattle Company

At the Couser family farm tour attendees had
dinner with local farmers and heard from Bill
Couser about the history of their family farm,
modern farming practices and conservation
efforts, as well as how biofuels impact their
business. Participants toured the Cousers’ feedlot
and learned about cattle production and how
DDGs from ethanol production have provided
livestock producers with a lower-cost, high-
protein feed.

A tour attendee poses with the cows at the Couser Cattle

Day Three Company feedlot.
lowa State University

Day three kicked off with a trip to lowa State
University Sustainable Advanced Bioeconomy
Research (SABR) Farm and BioCentury Research
Farm. At the SABR Farm participants learned how
researchers do field tests on corn, soybeans and
miscanthus while studying a variety of land and
crop management strategies.

At the BioCentury Research Farm attendees
learned about the latest pre-commercial research
on bioproducts such as bioasphalt and biochar.
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Tour attendees at the BioCentury Research Farm hear about the
latest research being done there on bioproducts production.

TSNS T

ISU Professors Marshall McDaniel and Chard Hart
presented on research being done on sustainable
agriculture and carbon markets.

Eagle’s Catch

A Biofuels Tour first, attendees visited Eagle’s
Catch aquaculture farm in Ellsworth. They learned
about Eagle’s Catch’s sustainable farming
practices and about how high-protein DDGs and
soymeal are being used to feed fish on the farm.
Eagle’s Catch representatives discussed the
potential for the Midwest to become the
epicenter for this growing industry.

A fish tank at Eagle Catch where over 5 million pounds of fish
are processed every year.



Grant Kimberley’s Family Farm

Attendees wrapped up the day at Grant Kimberley’s
family farm in Maxwell. They heard from Grant and
his father about the history of the family farm and
learned about modern corn and soybean
production. They had the opportunity to ask
questions of crop experts from lowa Corn
Promotion Board and lowa Soybean Association as
well as local farmers who joined the group. They
also learned how precision farming and advanced
technology in farm equipment increases farmer
efficiency from John Deere representatives.

Day Four
Kwik Star

The last day of the tour kicked off with a visit to
Kwik Star fuel station in Grimes. Tour attendees got
a chance to see biofuel infrastructure and hear
from Kwik Star leadership about how the company
has embraced higher ethanol and biodiesel blends
like E15 and B20. They discussed why being able to
sell E15 year-round and market it as Unleaded 88
has led to the highest E15 sales in the nation.

Tour participants at Kwik Star in Grimes.

Corteva Agriscience

At Corteva Agriscience participants heard about the latest
| research being done in seed science to help increase farmers’
efficiency and reduce their environmental impact, such as
making it possible to grow more bushels per acres with less
inputs.

Tour participants tour a test field at Corteva.



Tour Wrap UP

The tour wrapped up with a presentation
from IRFA Executive Director Monte Shaw
to review major themes from the week and
highlight key takeaways. He emphasized
that biofuels are a low-carbon, low-cost
solution today and for the future. D.C.
shouldn’t pick one solution (electric
vehicles) to such a large, complex problem
but let technologies compete as part of the
solution.

Thank You Tour Sponsors!

The Biofuels: Science and Sustainability Tour would not be possible without our sponsors.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY Y _>

E NATIONAL

?(I)CU)NDATHON /)RFF

RENEWABLE FUELS

lowa Renewable

Bioeconomy Institute Fuels Association

FOUNDATION

AL :
OISR |OWAICORN == ~RFN

GROWERS ASSOCIATION

partially funded by the soybean checkoff

KANSAS

RENEWABLE FUELS NEBRASKA

o SOYBEAN
KANSAS GQ COMMISSION
CORN .ot

u’*‘c

v ot Farm Credit Services  MissouriCor7 3
ofAIlIEI'IGa PLANTING OPPORTUNITY ’odlesel )

o
g e i *u. LlncolnwayEnergy "
A ames Nebraska ™~

ERAMBERQFCEMUERSE North Dakota Ethanol Council

[a)




